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it. A young French novelist, de Vissac also present. It
appeared that his first novel had won a prize from the Academic.

On Saturday appeared in the Nation the most striking article
on me that has yet been written.

Continuous progress with the construction of the first book
of " Hilda Lessways ".

Saturday, December xjth.

Full day to-day. Perpending on " Hilda Lessways >J all morning.
Sketch in Luxembourg gardens after lunch. New Age article
after tea. Odeon Theatre (" Les Trois Sultanes " and " Les
Fourberies de Scapin ") to-night. I had to read through " Les
3 Sultanes". I went into St. Sulpice again this morning to
look at Delacroix, and came across a great ordination service.
Dozens of young priests in parti-coloured capes, etc. drinking the
sacred wine with elaborate ceremonies, music, etc. They were
all, or nearly all, tonsured. A startling mummery, right in the
middle of Paris. Crowds of women,

December

This year I have written 355,900 words, including " Clayhanger ",
" The Great Adventure ", " Paris Nights ", " Night and Morning
in Florence ", and probably about 80 other articles. I think
only one short story, " Mimi ".
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